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" Occafioned by the DEATH, ‘and pita neds “atts : 
3 ‘the INTERMENT, Of the? Sot 


Rev'd ELEMUEL WED CE. 
- sPgltor of the Caurcu in Warwick : 


| Who ‘deceafed O€tober 1th, iy: 7, in the sai 
=e Year of his Aes and in Year sae his Minas: 


By BUNKER. GAY, A. oe 
Patter of the Cnuncn in Hivsgate. S 


ee phe Ebving ii that they foal die, Eccl. ix. se oF 
Be 


Be thou faithful unto Death, and I weil? give. thee 2 
“Crown of Life. . ‘Rev. ii. Wor 


Now be that bath corougbt us for the Se ome 
thingis GOD, or 


among the inhabitants of the earth ‘beneath; and 


Readinefs for Death our highef con- 


__ cernment, and the way to attain it. 


MATTHEW, XXIV, 44 ~ 
Be ye alfo ready. 


dees great and terrible Gop who {ways the s 
fceptre of the univerfe, and doth according 
to his willin the armies of heaven above, and 


is now fhaking the world, this American world ef- 

ecialiy, withthe moft tremendous and alarming - 
judgments, has convenc-l ws together at this time 
on a very mournful occafion ; and we are here pre- 


fented with a very gloomy and affecting fcene.--- 3 
Doubtlefs fomefadand forrowfuleventhashappened 
in this place---thishoufeofGoplooks melancholy! 
They who were wont to refort hither with gladneis, 
how do they now appear withall the marksofun- 
affeted gricf.and pungent forrow on ‘their coun~ 


tenances !--- Why, my dear friends, do Ifeefo many - 
faces in this aflembly covere with fadnefs ? Why - »* 
this little flock in tears? Why fo much weeping > 
and wailing among.the fold? Indeed the reafon . Se 
is fo plain and powerful, that the queftion’may~ 
well be thought impertinent. But yet, ifgrief © ~ 


-would let you fpeak, methinks many of you would. . 


unite in this mournful reply. st yo ets 
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* Alas? oer ance. loving and dearly beloveet 


_ © Shepherd, is no more | Suddenly, in a dark and 
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difmal da , and an untimely hour, is he {mitten 
and tern tiem us !---and now, we are left to wan- 
der, Gop knows whither and how far, in what 
bye-paths, and among what danyerous precipi-— 
ces, even as fheep without a fhepberd,---a feeble 
fhattered and divided flock.- -expoied to many. 
{urroundiag. fnares, and alarming dangers--- 
having none to exercife a paftoral care over us--- 
none to keep and feed--none to guard and guide, 
defend and comtert the Sock :---None to take 
-us by the hand, and either keep us from falling, 

or lift us up when we are fallen, or comfort A 


_* when we are eaft down ;---none to watch over 


*- can me 
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us by night and by day, andkeep us from wan. 
< dlering in thofe crooked’ and deceitful paths, 
© which are bath dark, Mippery, and dangerous, 
barren and unfruitful---without the facred  in- 
ciofures.---None tomake us lie down in the 
green galtures, and to lead us befide the fill wd 
“ters---in the room of the Great Shepberd, admini- 
firing unto us the holy and bleffed ordinances,--- 
None, in a word, to feed Chrift’s heep, and to 
“Meedthis Jambs. to break the bread of life, and’ ad- 
“fninifter t é toinn 0 phseaplesion unto Us, as in time 
* pail. . 
Si Alas ! what hall we ee for onr dear foepherd |. 
our bowels yearn after him ! our heart is ain~ 
ed within us |---He was wont to keep the’ Bock 
and to guard the fold-.-His countenance os 
gracious, and his voice charming. :--But now. 
he is fmitcen himfelf, and fallen a prey to the lat.’ 
£ enemy, 4 ' § See 


iy aa 


3.3 

¢ See ! shere belies, a trophy of the king of terors, 
+ a fenfelefs,” lifelefs, ghaftly form---his counte- 
« nance awfully changed, and his voice gone fore- 
€ ver.--- Wrapt in his winding theet, and lodged in 
* thas narrow coffin, his proftrate body is confin- 
¢ ed, hot tobe raifed or unloofed, ‘till the bleffed 
* morning of the refurrection day * 
fmitten as Jow almoft, as her deceased lord: not 
murmuring indeed, nor mourning as one shat has 
no hope in the exceeding great and precious pro- 
mifes of Gop; but as one forely bruifed, and 
pierced to the very foul---fadly bewailing the bu/- 
pand of ber youth, the delight of ker eyes, and the joy of 


her beart, taken from her with a ftroke ---See her. ~ 


as it were, Gilently befeeching and imploring the 
charitable aid of all her chriften’ neig ibors, rela- 
tives and friends, in thofe melting {trains of one of 
the moft ancient and éminent fufferers. Have pity 
upon me, bave pity upon me, O ye my friends , for the 
band of GOD hate #uched me.’ Hee. 
> And fee'ber tender off [pring, ber fatherlefs cbildren. 
around her, in diftrefs ;---tho’ hardly fenfibte of 
their lofs, unfpeakably great and irreparable as it 


is. O! howearly in lite has their ewn kind and — 


tend r father forfaken them! how.early~are they 
bereft of the moft fubftantial friend they had, or 
can expe& to find upon the* earth! for where. is 
there one in all the world like Aim, to care for their: 
bodies and their fouls, with fuch fatherly compat= 
fion, and affectionate concern F where, one jike 
bim to be the guardian and guide of their youth ?--. 


Cne like Bim, in fhort, to take thefe /emds in hs 


arms, and carry them in his bofeom?---  - Na 


* 
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And O! fee there, bis dear dilconfolate widow, 


No fooner do we turn our eyes froma fight fo 
moving and melancholy, but ¢here alfo we behold 
an aged venerable parent, come to attend the funer- 
al of a worthy and well-beloved fon | A fon whom he 
has delighted to honor, and who has honored bim, 
---on whom, perhaps, he had placed the fondett 
hopes and expectations, that he would be continu- 


‘,ed and made more and more, a comfort and an 


ornament to himfelf and to his family, as well as 
a bleffi..z to the church, and to the world, for ma- 
ny years ‘to come. -.-But now. alas! this glory 18 
departed from him-- now is this honor to bé laid 
in the duft---now this comfort is perifhed, and all 


eh thefe pleafing hopes and expestanions are cut off:-- 


And over-borne with gricf as well as with age, it 
is no wonder if he da inwardly bemoan himfelf 
thus---new fhall my grey bairs go down with forrow ta 
the grave. . 

1 forbear to mention other relatives of the de- 
cealed, whofe faces difcover their diftrefs---his 
companions in the minifiry, who fkriveto, hide their 


-_grief---and his intimate friend and faithful phyfician,+ 


who loved him as a br rather, yea 1 may fay, as his 


. own foul, and whofe paintul teclings cannot eafily, 
i de deferibed. 


Lo proceed then---as washinted at the beg‘n. 
ningg the fcene before us, which I have but fainily 
eae is aly mournful and affcéting: Not 

only 
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+ ae MoS Pomroy of Warwick, tetween whom, ad 
the deceafed, there Was a very peculiar intimecy, and tl. e 
tendereft friendship. Being brothers in afeciion and more 

. than: brothers in mutual efteem and endeerments---not a day 

" paffed, but they enjoyed, or fincerely withed for, each others 
company. gi 


Sloe 
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only fo, it is highly intereft ng too. oe: 

We may attend this funeral folemnity, and im 
prove this folemn feafon, in a very different man- 
ner, as we are dificrently byaffed in our minds, or 
varioufly affected towards the deceafed, and one 
another. We may be under'the i:fluence of very 
ftrong and powerful prejudices, and grofly ignor- 
ant of ourfelves. Our own hearts may deceive us ! 
But Gop who fearcheth the heart, now fees thro’ 
all our hearts, and knows perfectly what manner 
of fpirit we are of, and with what fecret difpofiti- 
ons and views we are, every one of us, come hi« 
“ther :---with what eyes we fee ; and with what ears 
we hear ; and how we will confider, underftand, 
and judge, of the difpenfations of his providence, 
and of his word, And with regard to all thefe 
matters, he will fhortly fummon-us to give an ac- 
count of our condudt unto him, ‘before his awful 
tribunal. : 

Yes, my fellow mortals, my f#hers and bre. 
thren, even allof you who hear me this day; 
whatever we may any of us think of the matter 
now, or how loath foever we may be to hear of it, 
and to lay it folemnly to heart ; we muftall certainly 
appear before the judgment-feat of Chrift: And in 
that vaft affembly of all the angels of Gop, ard all 
the fons of men, which fhall there be gathered to- 
gether, and ftand around his Throne, give up 
eur. accounts to him; and hear our doom from 
him; which will be one or the other of thefe two; 
either ** come ye bleffed of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world,” er, ‘* depart from me ye curfed, in- 

re . te 
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to everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
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ce Sie ieey tderd be wretchedly unmindful of, 
-~ and unconcerned about thefe things, as alas! too 
_ ‘many are ; but wé-cannot be wholiy ignorant and 
_ unbelieving concerning them. The abfolute cer- 
tainty, and the wery great and unfpeikable impor- 
tance of them, being fully declared and fet forth . 

a the ftrongeft terms; and in the moft lively and 


2 


affectionate manner, in the infallable oracles ; it 
‘is very ftra ge if we do not verily believe, and are 
not fully pertsties that we muft certainly enter on 
fach an amazing and tremendous fcene ; and be 
- witneffes of the folemn and awful tranfaétions of 
that great and batibe i day of the Lord Fefus, when the 
ae de d, fmall and great, fhall ftand before him and 
the living and the dead, fhall be judged by him ; 
» 4nd that we eirfelves mutt bear a part in thofe fo- 
Jemn tranfactions : And when they are over, go 
to take up our portion and abode with the righse- 
gus or the wicked, the dleffed or the curfed, in the 
"realms of light and glory and bleffednefs confum- 
mate and everlafting ; or the regions of darknefs, 
horror and mifery, remedilefs and eternal. ‘ For | 
« the living know that they fhall die ; and that af. 

© ter death isthe judgment.’ Wemuft all lke- 
_ wife Know, that to prepare to die, and to meet our 
_~ judge, is what concerns us above all, things :--- 
that itis indeed a matter of the higheft importance, 
and cannot be neglected or poftponed, butat the 
Sasard of our eternal falvation. 3 5 ae 
_ Why then are mankind in general, fo ver 
lefs and unconcern’d about it? Do they think that. 
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becaule our Lord Rin delayed hs coming fo long, 
and doth ftill delay it ; that therefore he will des 
lay always? The facred {criptures do pofitively 


-affure them to the contrary. Or do they i imagine 
that they themfelves fhall be permitted to tarry | 


here upon earth until his fecond appearance ? that 


is fuch a thoughtas can hardly be conceived to 


enter intotheir hearts: That cannot be, unlefs he 
fhould come very quickly. Or laftly; do they 
flatter themfelves that they fhall live to extream 
old age ? Why that is but a little while 5 and cho’ 
it be poffible, yet it is very uncertain: So uncer- 


tain truly, that they know not but this day, or 


to morrew, may be their laft. Therefore to poft- 
pone, or delay making preparation for death and 
the eternal world, a day longer, is highly danger- 
ous: And prepare you mutt quickly, or perifh 
eternally. 

And this beinga matter of fuch evident and 
incomparable importance ; we have therefore ve- 
ry frequent (and one would think almott irre fift~ 


able) calls and warnings to move and excite us 1: atteee: eh | 


it; and this both from the word and frum Be ote 
vidence of Gon. 

In the death of the perfon whofe bedy isin that 
cofim, returning unto duft; and whofe /pirit hath 


afcended uato Gop who gave it, (by the grace of . 
the divine fpirit, being fitted, we truft, and: made” 


ready toappear before him in the realms above) 
the great Febsvab doth now befpeak us on this 


wife, BE YE ALSO READY. 


Our Lord and matter Fefus Clrift, ordained to 
be the judge of quick and dead, and before whofe 
&b ; awful 
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awful tribunal we may feon be fummoned to ap- 
pear, befpeaks us likewife in the fame language 
(the language of my text) BE YE ALSO READY. 


‘And as his herald, I am come to join my feeble. 
voice, and proclaim and urge this folemn warning 
‘be ye alja reedy. 


And can I Urge it too earneftly upon my fellow 
mortals, who have fuch precious and immortal 
fouls, which, before to morrow, may be unembo- 
died and in the world of fpirits ? Do any of you 
icruple this? caft your eyes upon /¢hat coffie, or 
rathe:, on the more gloomy /pectacle within it, the 
dead body that is laid out there. 1t is not long fince 


aé-was animated with a diving foul. It feems, as it’ 


were, but as yefterday, when 4e who is now only a 
dead corple, was alive and healthy, active and vigor- 
ous as one of-ws: But now you fee his fad remains, 
you fee his faded ghaftly countenance, that with a 


" filent elogucnce, and energy not to be equalled by 


any living human voice or, geilures, pleads the 


-, wifdom and neceflity of an immediate preparation 
for death and the eternal world. 


But methinks, I hear fome among you (as tho? 
you were deeply'fenfible how highly it concerns 
you, to be ready alfo) crying, out with an earnelt 


and affectionate folivude, *O that we were ready 


* for the coming of our Lerd\’ * ready to die and tameet 
* our judge |'O that we were inftrudted what to 


* do, to get ourfelves in readinefs for fach ana. 


a 


mazing change-~for fo felemn an event! Uae ee 


kad I would now gladly afford yeu my‘ bett af: 


fittance, info weighty an affair. And, 


“In anlwer to your enquiry, whee Hus? we do that” 


We 


) < 


we may be ready. alfe. “det me afk you whatitis you 
would be ready for ? Is it merely to die? or todie. 
and go heaven? Could you be fure of finding ade 
mittance into thofe blelied manfions after death ; 
the thoughts of dying (which is the only way of 
getting there) would noi be fo very terrible. ‘ O 
© then, what fall we do to get in readine/s for heaven? 
« do but refolve usin this fingle Poin, and weare 
* fatished : bor if we be ready for heaven,we fhall 
* be ready to die, and quit this preisnt wil world 
‘ .--ready for the coming of our Lord-- ready to 
* meet our judge, and give up our accounts to 
‘ himi And O! if «e were but.well affured up-. 
* on good grounds of our being thus actually rea- 
* dy tor that bleffed world above; what a happy 
© tendency would this have to dilar rm death of its. 
* fting, and to {mooth, the face of that king of 
< terrors ?---to mitigate and foften our foul con- 
* cerns---difpel our fpiritual fears---exalt our 
* chriftian hopes---and fall us with fuch peace of 
fo S ideas paties, all underftanding ?? 

Why. then, do but confider, what a plrce heaven 
is3;-and what i is the temper of its bleff?d inhabitants; 
and what muft be the temper and difpoftitn of your _ 
fouls, if when you die Bick would obtain. acdimita) 
tance into heaven, and be happy-t there, 

Now. heaven is a place of perfect holinef:, love, ek 
peace, and everlafting joy. And fuitable to the 
placeis the temper of its inbabitants. If therefore, | 
you would be fit for heaven, your fouls muft be 
gtremperd to the beavenly flate---having the princi- 
ples of fin fubdued, and principles of holinefs and, 
alk divine difpofiions implanted i in them, You : 

‘ ae om 
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muft accordingly be renewed in the fpirit of your 
mind. --renewed after the image of himthat created 
you, in knowledge, righteoulnets, and true holi- 
nefs. You muft be regenerated and born again--- 
have fuch a mighty change wraught in the temper 
of your mind, as may with prepriety be called, -a 
new bir'h, or a new éreation, 

Now who do you think can work this happy 
change in your hearts? If you are fo vain and ig- 
norant as to flatter yourfelves, that you can effect 
itin your own ftrength; make the trial, and you 
will foon be convinced. Itis God alone that can 
workin you, eth te will and todo. It is your 
heavenly father, the father of mercies and Gop of 
all grace to finful men, that makes his children ji 
to be pariakers of ibe inkeritance of the faints in light. 
---He that prepares the veflels of mercy, for glory : 
And if ever you attain to the readinefs 1 am ipeak- 
ing of, you mutt afcribe it to him, faying, sow be 
tbat has wraught us for the felf fame thing is God. 1s 
is bis {pirit alo.e that is equai to the arduous tafk. 

But in what way is his influence tobe expected ? 
Is it in a courfe of impenitent fining? Of prefump- 
tion and fecurity ?---Of floth and negligence ? 
No: To expeé& it in this way, is to tempt the 
Lord your God. But if fuch of you as seed and 
defire to be inftruéted in a point of the higheft im- 
portance to your fouls, will give me a /ferious hear- 
zg, 1 will now tell you in afew plain words, what 
youmuit do, ifyou expec the ards of divine grace,. 
to fit you for heaven.--- 

Labor impartially to know the truth of your 
cafe, andto come toa right underftanding of your 


fi pirituad, - 
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fpiritual condition. Pry into the dreadful fecrets’ 
of wickednefs in your hearts. Search and try your 


ways, and endeavour to underftandand turn from 


the evil of them. Review your finful lives, and 
refolve to reform them. Accuftom yourfelves to 
ferious meditation. Refle&t upon the purity and 
juftice of Gop and his law ; and what you have 
deferved for your unnatural rebellion againft him, 
and great ingratitude towards him. Contemplate 
his patience, forbearance, and long-fuffering to- 
wards you; butefpecially his mercy in providiag 
a ranfom for you. Think often of the love of 
Chirft, and of al] that he has done and fuffered for 
your fakes. Read and hear the word of life with 
folemnity and attention ; and ufe all proper means 
to furnifh your mingls with religious knowledge--- 
the knowledge of God and of his fon Fefus Chrifi ; 
whom to know a right is /ife eternal. Enquire 
diligently after Jesus, that you may fee him as he 
is repretented and offered to you inthe gofpel : 
and having found, embrace him---embrace him in’ 
all his offices--- be concerned to honor him---negleet: 
not to give yourfelves up publicly unto God thro’ 
him, in an everlafting covenant---confecrate your 
lives to his fervice---itudy his temper. and labour 
to imbibe it---eye his example, and endeavour ta 
copy after it.---And trufting in him, as you are 
able, forlife and falvation, ob/erve as fer as pofli- 
ble, all shings whatfoever be bas commanded you, to do 
them. Attend to the warnings of divine provi- 
dence, as well as the counfels of the divine word, 
Gonfider the feveral callings and relations in which 
you ftand---fludy the duties that refult from them; 
and 
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and labor to give up to thefe duties as far as’ you 


- underftand them, and are capacitated to perform 


them. 

Again, Let thefe your ferious ney refo- 
Jutions, and. endeavours, be accompanied with 
your frequent importunate fupplications, to the 
throne ot grace. If ever you are thoroughly fit- 
 edand made ready for heaven, it will be in anfwer 
to prayer: ‘Therefote ergage in it, and never 
give over ’till'you obtain your requeft. 


Further, you mutt guard againft every thing. 


that tends to divert your eminds from this grsnd 
concern, as evil prejudices and corrupt paffions--- 
__excefflive hurries and cares about earthly things---- 
vain and vicious company, and every avoidable 
temptation. 

Finally, You muft perfey: re in this courfe, if 
you hope to fucceed, ’till you feel the dilpefitions 
of heaven wraught in your fouls; and have good 
reafon to conclude that you are really formed to a 
gofpel temper, and difpofed to lead a gofpel life, 
anc fo habituaily ready for the coming of ‘your 
Lord by death:--ready to depart and go to be with 
. him, ners he is, to behold and fhare with him in 
his glory.* 

_T4is now is the courfe I would advife you to, if 
you would be prepared and made ready fer the king- 


dom of beaven. This is the path in which the faints - 


have trod. “ And I am well perfuaded it was fuch @ 
sourfeas this, which the fervant of the Lord, whofe 
death 
~#* Many ofthe fent iments. and feveral of the exprefions 
containedin the fores golpg diteions are borrowed from Prefi- 
dent Dayins’ s incomparable fermon on Romans ix. 22, 23 
te 
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death we iow lament, has finifhed ; and that he is 
gone to receive the rewards of a fteady and exem- 
plary perfeverance init. And | am the more con- 
firmed in this perfuafion, in point of reafon, be- 
caule this was the courfe he recommended to o- 
thers, and diligently endeavored to - excite them 
to, and eftablifh them in. And whatever. elfe he 
may have been accufed of, I believe no bedy ‘ever 
did, or can juftly accufe him of being a hypocrite, 
with regard either to the fentiments he profefied, 
or the doctrine he preached. ~It was a principle, I 
think which he profefied and abode by, shat every 
man has aright, and ought not to be afraid or afoamed, 
on all fuitable occafions, when he bas a call toit, and 
chriflian prudence does not forbid, to ewn and declare 
bis fentiments freely, and without referve, in all imppr- 
tant matters, relative boty to the church and to the ftate. 
Indeed he always apeared to be a perfon ofa 
very frank, open and generous: temper. And bemg 
favoured with agood natural capacity, and a liber- 
al education, he was happily qualified for edifica- 
tion and ufefulnets, both in the pubiicand private 
walks of life. 
~ How many of us, efpecially fuch of us as have 
been bis companions in ibe minifiry, or have fet under 
bis facred minifirations; can witnels to the good and 
wholefome improvement he has made of his preci- 
ous talents, in his private converfation, wherely we. 
have been often enlightened and eslified, comforted 
and refrefhed. His character in all the private and 
domeftic relations of life, as a bufhand, a father, a 
neighour and a friend, | mutt needs fay in general, 
was notonly harmlefs and unreproachable; im she 
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imide of a crooked and perverfe generation, but highly 
commendable, and fhone as a light in the world, 

Being called into public office, to take the over- 
fight of the fock and people of Gov in this place, 
7m. #ts infant fate, he foon difcovered and manitefted 
atender regard both for their fririiual and temporal 
intereft : Conftantly and regularly attending to the 
various duties of his paftoral office, and performs 
ing them, -not in a dull and lifelefs manner, but 
with a great zeal and fervencv: Sothat his people, 
efpecially in the firft days of his miniftry, and for 
a number of years, efteemed him highly in love 
for his works fake.---Thus did he sare for their 
fouls. And, 

How kindly did he confult their temporal prof- 


- perity | Studying and laboring, net to be burden- 


fome : He was content that his people fhould pay 
him his falary in the eaficft manner they could ~ 
devife, and even juft as they pleafed. How tender- 
ly, compaffionately and charitably, did he demean 
himfelf towards the poor and indigent of the flock! - 


 fhewing himfelf in this refpect, a lover of bofpitali -. 


ty, ready.to diftvibute, wilting to communicate. Cer- 
tainly his goed works of this fort, which any among 
you have experienced tn times patt, fhould not be 
forgotten ; though now perhaps you are advanc- 
edto better and more profperous circumftances, but 
carefully remembered that ifeveryou fhouldhave 
an opportunity, and becalledin providence to do 
jr, as very likely you will, you may liberally recom- 
pence him in his pofterity.---Truly as co. thefe 
things, he has fhewn himlelf worthy of o good report. 
He wasa friend to piety and devotion, as well as 

; brotherly 
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fen Brotherly iindnefs and charity 5 and not only of 4 


- pious and charitable, but a catholic and candid’ 
difpofition, Heapptared to have a high regard 
for the Redeemers intereft at large: Accordiogly 
his pious and charitable labors , wert not confined 
at hore, but difperfed abroad ; and his pfaife es 
a gracious godly minifter of Chrift Jefus, is in al 
the neighboring, and many remote churches.--- 
- But falling in with the axpopular fide, in the pre- 
fent grand political controverfy ; it is no wonder that 
many have conceived an ill opinion of him: But 
why any fhould thew themfelves fo bitter againft 
him, as they have done, I cantiot eafily conjecture. 
For I could never Jearn as he has done any thing 
fofficient to merit the Ferd, and (Lam forry to fay 
it) in fomie inftances, very /hameful and abufive treat- 
ment he has met with; or even to exclude him > 
from our charitable regards and chriftian fellow- 
fhip. For why we fhould break friendfhip and 
communion with one another, merely becaufe we 
differ in our political fentiments, is very difficult 
for me to determine, while it remains fo highly re- 
pugnant to the chriltain doctrine, which exprefsly 
requires us to Jove our enemies, to blefs them that 
_curfe us, and do good to them that bate and defpitefully 
ufe us. : ; 
~ But the perfont am fpeaking of, was not of 4 
hateful, a malicious, fpiteful and revengeful tem- 
per; but I do verily believe, a hearty friesd to 
mankind in general ; and that as he lov’d his God, 
fo he lov’d bis country alfo, and would by no 
. means have done any thing which he knew or 
» thought would be injurious to its true intereft, 
eee ©. though 


) 
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hough } a did not tee its political eae in the 
way which many of us fo ardently wifhed. | He, 
"was deeply affected with the calamities that have 
befallen us, and the judgments that hang over us, 
and was ready to tremble in the view of all thofe 
_ miferies chat we ourfe/ves do either feel or fear: But 
he ftrave to bear himelf up, as well as he could, 
under all thefe difmal apprehenfions, and his own 
perfonal fuffcrings : Which, whether they were a 
means of impairing his health, and haftening his. 
difolution, i isa matter I leave and recommend to 
others to think ferioufly of. 

The hand of Providence, which is to be ac- 
knowledged in all events, has feen fir to cut him 
_off in the prime and vigor of his life, and be is 
gone: Alas! too foon for us; but not, we truft, 
too foon for him.---F or blefed are the dead that die in 
_ the Lord, from henceforth: Yea, faith the fpirit, that 
they may reft from their labsrs 5 pe their works do 
follow them...’ But what fhallwe do, O Gop! When 
the righteous perifbeth, and ne man layetb it to Beart; 
_ and merciful men are taken away none confidering that 

the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. 
_ on the death of our. dear brather, his young and 
tender family, faftain an unfpeakable, irrepara- 
ble lofs ; and call aloud for our kind condolence 


en this mournful occafion.. AndO! Who can. 


forbear to condole heartily with the difcon/olate 
| widow and ber tender charge -~ under this huge af- 

Miction ! 
« Eafier; my dear fifter, much eafier could I fit 
down and filently ingle my fowing tears with 
Biba’ 
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yours, than utter the words I have to fay to you, 
though they are but few: For I fee that your 
grief is great.---Your ftroke is indeed heavy ; but 
I hope, not heavier than you can bear. As, on 
the one hand, you will notdeipife the ehaftering 
of the Lord ; fo, on the other, you will te careful 
not to faint under his awful rebuke: Remember,” 
he does never afflict willingly, or grieve the chil- 
dren of men, but only if need be, and always for 
our profit, that we may learn obedience: by the 
things that we fuffer.--- That whom the Lord lov- 
eth, he chaftencth ; and fcourgeth every |fon_and 
daughtér, whom he receiveth. That he delights 
to be approached and adored under that amiable 
charatter---a father of the fatherle/s, and the widows 
God.---Yhat though your hufband has forfeken 
you, yet if you remember, and endeavor, as you 
are able, to live up to your covenant engagements 
with your heavenly father; he alfo will be mind- 
ful of his covenant with you, and will never leave 
you; NO, mever, never, never, will he forfake you. 
O! may he be nigh unto you in this time of trou- 
ble---gracioufly condei¢ended to be your hufbandy 
and now betroth you to him(clf, in faithfulnefs, in 
loving-kindnefs, and tender mercy. -- Underneath 
you place his everlafting arms---around you fpread 
the wing of his almighty protection --hide you, 
and yours, in the fecret of his prefence, from the 
pie of man; and keep you fecretly in his pavi- 
ion fromthe ftrtfe of rongues.---grant you the 
- mighty fuccors of his wildom, grace and ftrength 
---open to you the unfpeakable comforts of ‘his 
holy word, and precious promifes, and fill you 


with, 


~~ 
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with his ftrong confolations---fanéify all your 
afflictions ; that thougi for the prefent they are 
not joyous but grievous ; they may, neverthelefs, 


inthe end, yield the peaceable fruits of righteoul-_ 


nefs unto you, In. the mean time, in all your 
calmeft moments, hearken diligently to the voice 
of Gop in his word, and in his providence which 
has bereft you of your affectionate and faithful 
hufband; Be you alfo réady* See 
And will the Lord God Almighty: take thefe fa- 
terlefs children under bis fatherly care---adopt them 
jiato his family---be the guardian and guide cf their 
youth---keep them from finful courtes, and for- 


rowful accidents--- grant them a competent fupply — 


of good things of this life, and his biefling with 
them --abundantly furnifh them with the gifts of. 
nature and grace---lead themin the paths of peace, 
truth and righteoufnels, for his name’s fake---.-- . 
preparé them for, and preferve thern blamieleis to 
his heavenly kingdom, . 

May the only furviving watural parent of the 
cecealed, be fupported under a double load of 
prief and and old age: andas his infirmities and 
dorrows may increaleupon him, fo in proportion 
‘may the diving copfolations abound towards hin», 
And as it cannot be long, before he muft follow 
zfter his deceafed fon; and he knows not but thag 
his judge may be very near, evenat the door; may 
he realize the importance of attending immediate- 
ly to his warning voice---Be you aljo ready. 

Nor mutt the bereaved church and people ef God tn 
thts place, be omitted or paffed over unnoticed in 
eurierigus exhortations and fervent prayers, in 

: their 
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their prefent dark and deplorable circumftances. 
My beloved bre:hren, A holy God has feen fit to 
take away your fhepberd from you, by death, andas 
ever you expect that the great /hepherd and bifhop of 
fouls, fhould ever take you under his watchful and 
guardian care; be concerned not to incur his 
righteous difpleafure, by an unfuitable temper 
and behaviour, under /uch a humbling and alarm- 
ing difpenfation of his providence, and in fucha — 
forrowful day. It would be ftrange, it would be 
fhocki#g to every gracious foul in this affembly, 
if while fo many of us are come to fy mpathizeand 
mourn with you, on account of the death of your 
worthy pajtor, fo highly efteemed by thofe of us 
who beit knew him, and are the moft competent 
judges of his real character, we fhould find am of 
you difpoted to rejoice at his untimely end; and to 
fay fuch evil things of him as have no foundation, 
but in your own vain imaginations ; for this would 
be highly difpleafing in the fight of Gop, as well as © 
of all good men. Fain would I hope better 
things of yox all my beloved brethren, though I 
thus fpeak. But fhould this be the cafe with any 
ot you, (which God forbid) I muft tell yeu plain- 
1,, that fuch things as thefe proceed, not from a 
generous and charitable, but froma morofe male- 
volent temper ; which isthe temper of 4e//, and 
not of heaven, which I have been recommending 
in this difcourfe zs the only thing that can render 
you fit to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints 
in light. 
: Be exhorted therefore, to examine yourfelves, ail 
of you, with all that ferioufnefs, impartiality and 
ftrictnefs, 
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ftriétnefs, which the nature and importance of the 
cafe requires, that ye may know whet manner of 
jpirit ye areef. And O! be fure to let all anger and 
wrath, bitcernefs and ftrife, clamour and _ evil- 
fpeaking, be put away from among you, with all 
malice; And be ye kindly affectioned onetowards 


another, (efpecially towards the name and family. 


of your deceafed paftor) forbearing one another, 


' and forgiving one another, with a fpirit of meek- 
nefs and love, which is the fpirit of your divine 


mafter ; without which you cannot be in readinefs 
for bis fecond appearance---cannot loek for his 
gracious prefence among you, to fupport and com- 
fort you under all your “gloomy proipects---or his 
almighty grace to rectify what is “amifs, and to 


fet in order what is wanting---to repair the waite . 
places among you, and buildup the walls of this 


put of his Jerufalem. 


sO! Then,. be folicitous to learn of the meek and | 
lowly Fefus, to be yourfelves meek and gentle one 


towards another, and towards all Men. O! ftu- 
dy the things that make for peace; and things 
wherewith one may edity another, And may he 
who is ftiled a repairer ef breaches, appear among 
you under that lovely character, as a repzirer of 
your breaches, and.areftorer of paths to dwell in. 
May he feek for a man, and find one,that /ball make 
up the bedge, and flandin the gap befere kim for this 
church'and people, The Lord be with you, and 


blefs you, The Lordlift up the lightof his coun-* 


tenance upon you, and give you peace. 
And now, my reverend fathers, and beloved breibren 
im the Minifiry.--If I fay any thing to you, it muft 
; f : be 
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be but a few words, for it is time that I fhould 
~ have done. And it may feem needlefs for me to. 
renew the exhortation of the text, and urge it upon. 
you, to be ready alfo: For ye know the great impor- 
tance of thofe things whereof I have been ipeak-. 
ing---ye know the urgent neceffity of being always 
in readinefs for the coming of your Lord ; and 
with what affectionate importunity, he is calling 
upon you, and me, be ye alfoready. And again, we 
hear him faying, behold F come quickly | By all that 
is moft awful, he is warning us of his coming. 
By all that is moftfoletmn, he is importuning us to 
be ready. Why then, are any of us fo thoughtlefs: 
and unconcern’d, fo negligent apd fecure |! O ! ler 
us up, and be doing with our might ; and the ra- 
ther, becaufe the day is far Jpent, and the night is at- 
band. Even now, all things look dark around us:. - 

The land is ‘covered with darknels, and drenched 
in blood. The powers of beaven are fhaken---fome 
ot the tars are fallen from their orbs. + Many of 
all ranks’and denominations are cut off from a 
mong the living; and yet alas ! the remnant re- 
pent not, to give clory tothe Gop of heaven, who 
bath power over all thefe plagues. Under the heavi- 
eft, the moft folemn and alarming judgments, mens 
hearts are hardned, and their tongues learn to blaf- 
pheme. And as tho’ they really thought that the 
wrath of man could work the righteoufnefe of. 
Gop 


t+ By the Powers or Heaven, is meant the civil and ecie fia, 
ftical powers ;-and by the srars, in particular the minifters re 
of Chrift; Several of whom. in Tuzse and other parts of 
the country, were about this time removed from the ‘flage 
of action BY paatu; anda ¢onfidérable number from thew 
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» Gop, they have, in feveral places, as tt were, killed 
the prophets, and ftoned fuch as were fent unto then. 
And we in thefe parts efpecially, may take up our 
lamentation, and complain as Elijah in the days of 
Ahab and Jezebel (tho’ not without fome confider- 
able variation both of phrafe ahd fenfe;) thou 
knowett, O Lord ! how the chiidren of thy people 
have forfaken thy covenant and thine altars ; and 
and have flain thy prophets and we only are efcap- 
ed; and not a/l of us neither. And how long any 
ef us fhall be permitted to retain either our office or 
our /ife, is a great uncertainty : For we know nei- 
ther the day nor the hour, when the Son of Man 
cometh, either tojydge Jerufalem, or to the final 
judgment. Wift-ye not, then, that we mpft be a- 
bout our Father’s bufinefs? O! let us awake, and 
cry aloud, and not fpare, to fhew unto our people 
their tranfereflions and their fins, for wkich, a holy 
Gop is thus awfully contending with us: That fo 
we and they, may be ready, whenever we are called, 
to give up our accounts, and may do it with joy 
and not with grief. 

I now conclude with an addrefs to thes whole 
affembly. 

My dear bearers---you mutt all, (you know not’ 
how foon,) be fummoned before the tribunal of 
Gop, and there give up your accounts, What now 
do-you think of tke matter ? Is it a point of indiffer- 
ency with you, whether ye be fit for heaven, and 


ready to appear before your judge, or not ?--.Con- | 


* fider what itis that fits you forheaven: For GOD’s 
fake, confider whos it is, Isit a principle of true 
grace in the heart ? Is it a gofpel temper and con. 


verfations 
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¥erfation ? Or, is it high and phrenfical either 
awhig or tory principles and practices ? 1 know it is 
a good thing to be zealoully affected in a good 
caufe: AndI am, myfeif as firmly attached to the - 
caufe of my fuffering, bleeding country, as perhaps 
any of you all. Butthere is, there is, my chriftian 
bearers, a Certain temper of mind to be exerciled 
towards thofe who differ from us ; and in fome de- 
gree, even towards our enemies ; which is moft evi- 
dently and ftrongly recommended and enforced; 
both by the doctrine and example of the holy Je= _ 
‘fus, and without which, I fee not how any of you 
can imagine, that you are fit toappear in his pre- 
fence and kingdom---even a gracious and_ benign 
a benevolént, humane; charitable and forgivi 
difpofition ; which; I am bold to fay, is too m 
overlooked; nay almoft wholy forgortt 
titudes, at the ‘prefent day.---But canit 
ed'that there are any fuch here in this bow 
folemx occafion ? Be entreated to exami 
felves,---or may I be permitted to enquire for yo 
and bringthe matter toa fhort iffue; only by afking © 
a few queftions, Hie. a 
Firft of alithen ; fhould you fee a man dead 
and danin’d to the loweft hell, lifting up his eyes 
in torments; and roaring inthe place of dragons,’ 
who had been either a bigh whig; or a grand 
gory ? Is itmot greatly to be feared that there 
are fome among you, who, (not being on the 
fame fide of the queftion which se was, but the 
~“oppofite) would be ready to fay in your hearts,’ 


Why this is no fuch dreadful thing, it is good enough fom 


the rafcal , be was, may fee either a curfed whig, er 
“ : P se eo - e 


te 


@ damn'd tory, and is gone only torective the due reward © 
of bis deeds. But is not this now, as directly oppo- 
_ fite as any thing can be, to the beft principles and 
difpofitions in the human nature, as well as to the 
true {pirit and genius of the gofpel ? aK . 
- For again let me afk---fhould you fee one of 
your own party, or one againft whom you had 
entertained no ill prejudices, and did not look » 
‘upon as an enemy, doomed to the pit of endlefs 
and remedilefs mifery, for fome evil in his temper. 
or becaufe he was not of f@ meek, charitable, and 
forgiving a difpofition, as he fhould have been; 
but had been wont to traduce his neighbor’s good’ 
name---to defame, flander, and backbite thofe 
who were not of his way of thinking? Would not 
you pity him frorn your foul, and fadly bemoan 
his terrible deftiny ? wie ae 

But laftly, I would. enquire---will not wrath, 
hatred and malice, envy and revenge, defamation 
and lying, curfing and reviling, and fuch like---- 
againft whomfoever they are indulged and practifed, 
whether friends or foes, as effectually fit you for 
the infernal regions of endlefs hatred and revenge, 

horror and blafphemy ; as the contrary difpofiti- 
ons and practices, will fic you for the, realins of 
perfect-and everlafling love and peace ? 

My Brethren, I fpeak to all parties, for all are 
equally concerned---I fpeak not with any. fecret 
fettled difaffection or il}-will towards amy one in this 
affembly ; but I fpeak with melting pity,and the — 

- moft affectionate benevolence ; for £ wifh to. meet 
‘ou all in Heaven. KN eae 
Think, O think, impartially of thefe. things! 


‘They are of more importance to you, than tei 7 
thoufand worlds, fuch as this we live in. Make — 
a folemn paufe---reflect, ferioufly reflec& what it is 
to be diffolved, and have your earthly tabernacles 


_ crufhed and thrown down, in the fad and melan- 


choly pofture of that now before you, crumbling _ 
into duft ! Think what, it to be unhoufed on” 

unclothed, and have yout naked fouls thruft out 
into the world of f{pirits, and appear before the 
judge of all the earth! And if, after all, thefe are 
thirgs of no value or fignificancy with you ; --them 
caft them off, let them go, and dont trouble your. 
heads any farther about them.---Give your whole 
attention either to {tate affairs, or to your fecular 
bufinefs, or to your worldly pleafures and amufe- 
ments ; and let the things I am {peaking of--- Death’ 
---judgment---and the eternal world, and your 
preparation for’them, go where they may. But if 
thefe things appear to be really the things of the 


~ highelt importance, as indeed they are, then what. 


madnefs is it, not to attend more deligently to. 


_ them,.and make them your principal concern, and — 
* Jay outmore of your thoughts and time about 


them ! 

O that we were wift, that we underftood thefe 
things ; that we would confider our latter end, and ap 
py our hearts unto wifdom, before it be too late! 

Grant this, O Gop ! for Jasus fake. AMEN. 
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